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SUMMARY :

Mud crab is known as “Dhebaro” among coastal communities in Saurashtra region of Gujarat.
Scylla populations are abundantly found in mangrove areas hence, they are also called mangrove
crabs. In Gujarat, mud crabs are found in large quantity along Jamnagar district and in small quantity
along Devbhumi Dwarka, Porbandar, Gir Somnath, Diu and Amreli coast of Saurashtra. Collecting
gears commonly used in Saurashtra are stake net, scoop net type trap, gill net, cast net, hook and line
and iron rod.  Although mud crabs are caught throughout the year, the peak season is from July to
September. About 1.5 kg Scylla serrata was captured in Okha coastal area in November 2010. Mud
crabs collected from the natural habitat are brought to the landing sites for both domestic and export
markets. The price of mud crabs in Saurastra coast differs depending on the area. In domestic market,
the price of mud crab below one kg ranges from Rs. 110 to Rs. 300 per kg.  Frozen mud crab meat and
live mud crabs are exported to Singapore. S. serrata is more in demand in domestic market and also
commands a better price compared to other species of mud crab.
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